Instructional Modifications for WIDA Level 1-2 Students

Think about your own language:

· Establish consistent classroom routines/List steps for completing assignments

· Use gestures and draw pictures to convey meaning non-verbally

· Use short simple sentences

· Simplify vocabulary/Change slang and idioms to simpler language

· Highlight/review/repeat key points and vocabulary frequently

· Use yes/no, either/or questions (Allow wait time for responses)

· Check for comprehension on a regular basis (“Do you understand?” is not detailed enough!)

Think about how you’re presenting the material:

· Build on the known (ex. Make connections with students’ culture, experiences, interests, and skills)

· Use visuals and ”hands on” manipulatives

· Provide concrete “real” examples and experiences

· Use “Language Experience Approach”

· Create story and semantic maps (see WIDA Support Examples chart)
· Make outlines/use graphic organizers (see WIDA Graphic Organizers Examples chart)
· Plan ways for ESL students to participate in class and in cooperative learning groups

· Use cds to reinforce learning

· Translate key concepts into a student’s native language
Assessment Modifications for WIDA Level 1-2 Students
· Have students point to the picture of a correct answer (offering limited choices)

· Have student circle a correct answer (offering limited choices)

· Instruct student to draw a picture illustrating a concept

· Instruct student to match items

· Have student complete fill-in-the-blank exercises with the word list provided

· Reduce choices on multiple choice tests

· Give open book tests (provide page and paragraph where answer can be found)

· Test student orally in English or the native language

· See  WIDA “Can-Do Descriptors” chart for more ideas based on proficiency level

Students with Grade-Level Literacy in their Native Language (if bilingual person is available)
· Use textbooks/books in the native language that cover key concepts being taught

· Encourage students to use bilingual dictionary as a tool

· Have student write essays/journal entries in the native language

· When assessing, instruct students to write what he or she has learned in the native language

Instructional Modifications for WIDA Level 3-4 Students

· See Level 1-2 list for ways to think about your own language and how you present the material, plus:
· Use simplified books/texts that cover content-area concepts

Assessment Modifications for WIDA Level 3-4 Students
· Ask student to retell/restate orally and in writing

· Instruct student to define/explain/summarize orally in English or their native language

· Have student compare and contrast orally and in writing

· Use cloze procedures with outlines, charts, time lines, etc.

· Instruct student to match items

· Have student complete fill-in-the-blank exercises with the word list provided

· Give open book tests (provide page and paragraph where answer can be found)

· See  WIDA “Can-Do Descriptors” chart for more ideas based on proficiency level

Students with Grade-Level Literacy in their Native Language (if bilingual person is available)
· Use textbooks/books in the native language that cover key concepts being taught

· Encourage students to use bilingual dictionary as a tool

· Have student write essays/journal entries in the native language

· When assessing, instruct students to write what he or she has learned in the native language

Instructional Modifications for WIDA Level 4-5 Students

· See Level 1-2 list for ways to think about your own language and how you present the material, plus:

· Use simplified books/texts that cover content-area concepts

· Encourage note-taking and check notes for accuracy

· Help students refine grammar and spelling

· Involve students in clearly defined tasks that require them to solve problems, analyze, defend, justify, and evaluate both orally and in writing
Assessment Modifications for WIDA Level 4-5 Students
· Ask student to retell/restate orally and in writing

· Instruct student to define/explain/summarize orally and in writing

· Have student compare and contrast orally and in writing

· Use cloze procedure with outlines, charts, time lines, etc.

· Instruct students to explain how an answer was achieved (orally and in writing)
· Have student complete fill-in-the-blank exercises

· Have student analyze and explain data orally and in writing

· Instruct student to express opinions and judgments (orally and in writing)

· Have students write essays
· See  WIDA “Can-Do Descriptors” chart for more ideas based on proficiency level

